UNITED METHODIST

Wﬂj FIRSTCHURCH

Sunday, December 15, 2024

Third Sunday of Advent

Order of Worship

Prelude

Words of Welcome/Call to Worship

Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
1 O come, O come, Immanuel,

and ransom captive Israel

that mourns in lonely exile here

until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;

to us the path of knowledge show
and teach us in its ways to go. Refrain

3 0 come, O come, great Lord of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai's height

in ancient times did give the law

in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

4 0 come, O Branch of Jesse's stem,

unto your own and rescue them!

From depths of hell your people save,

and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle
Hymn (seated) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
1 Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming
From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming

As men of old have sung.
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It came, a flower bright,
Amid the cold of winter
When half-gone was the night.

2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it,

The Rose | have in mind:

With Mary we behold it,

The virgin mother kind.

To show God's love aright

She bore to men a Savior
When half-gone was the night.

3 This Flower, whose fragrance tender
With sweetness fills the air,

Dispels with glorious splendor

The darkness everywhere.

True man, yet very God,

From sin and death He saves us

And lightens every load

Children’s Moment (10:30)

Anthem (10:30) “Emmanuel/Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” arr. Lloyd Larson
Chancel Choir
Dr. Woodrow Hodges,director
Margaret Lucke, piano

Scripture Luke 1.26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” The angel
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



Message “On Our Way to Bethlehem: Nazareth, The Gift of Simplicity” saps

Prayers
Offertory (10:30) “Love Came Down at Christmas”
Bond Bell Ringers
Dr. Woodrow Hodges, director
Addison Matera, chime tree
Natalie Matera, finger cymbals
Hymn “Love Came Down at Christmas”

1 Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;

Love was born at Christmas;
star and angels gave the sign.

2 Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
worship we our Jesus,

but wherewith for sacred sign?

3 Love shall be our token;

love be yours and love be mine;
love to God and others,

love for plea and gift and sign.

Benediction

Postlude

arr. Cathy Moklebust
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